
   

GREEN GUIDE 

Mission Statement 

The mission of the Ogle County Solid 

Waste Management Department is to 

promote a clean and healthy environ-

ment by encouraging recycling, waste 

reduction, and safe disposal options 

for waste generated in Ogle County. 

We appreciate the efforts of Ogle 

County residents who have made 

waste reduction, recycling and safe 

disposal of waste a part of their every-

day life.  Your efforts do make a dif-

ference! Please feel free to contact us 

with any questions.  
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Christmas trees  ready to be chipped 

2018 Year in Review 

In 2018, our monthly electronics recycling collections were out-

standing.  We had a total of 

2,547 vehicles with over 

149 tons (297,094 lbs.) of 

electronic waste that did 

not go to a landfill (up 

18,205 lbs. over 2017).  

That included 1,996 TVs 

(approximately 78 tons), 

307 computer monitors,  

275 microwave ovens, and a variety of other electronics. 

The oil, antifreeze and oil filters recy-

cling event was held on August 11th.  

There were 89 vehicles and the event 

brought in 1,950 gallons of oil, 175 gallons 

of antifreeze, and 1.5 toters full of oil filters.  

 

Our 20th annual Christmas tree recycling program was a great suc-

cess!  The trees were picked up on January 6, 2018, by local high 

school FFA groups in the Village of Mt. Morris, City of Oregon, Byron 

area, City of Polo, Village of Adeline, Village of Forreston, Baileyville 

and German Valley.  Trees were chipped by Lichty’s Landscaping, 

Morgan’s Tree Service, Cities of Byron, Polo, Forreston, Rochelle, Leaf 

River, and the Oregon Park District.  There were over 550 trees 

chipped for a total of  

approximately 14 tons of trees. 

   

Thank you to all of the  

sponsors and volunteers! 
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    In 2018 Christmas lights and  

extension cords were recycled 

at the Ogle County Court-

house, Solid Waste Manage-

ment Dept., Byron Fire 

Dept., Rochelle Fire Dept., 

Mt. Morris Fire Dept., Stillman 

Valley Fire Dept., Forreston Village    

        Hall, Village of Davis Junction, and the 

City of Polo.  There were approximately 840 pounds of lights and exten-

sion cords recycled.   

 

Our drop-off recycling program, for residents that do not have  

curbside recycling service, collected a total of  806 tons from the five 

locations in Ogle County.  The program is paid for by OCSWMD. 

 

 

Used Motor Oil , Antifreeze & 
Tire Recycling 

Byron: 

Byron Quick Lube & Tire, Inc., 

815-234-5612 

 

Hanlin Automotive. 815-234-7169 

 

Nielsen Automotive, 815-234-7675 

Forreston: 

Forreston Car Care, 815-938-2394 

Mt. Morris:  

Stan’s Performance, Inc.,  

815-734-4272 

Oregon: 

Butitta Brothers, 815-732-2887 

Polo: 

Bergy’s Automotive, 815-946-3033 

Parco Auto Repair, 815-946-3511 

Rochelle:  

Alderk’s Tire, Inc., 815-562-4644 

Krahenbuhl Chrysler Jeep,  

815-562-7066 

Masterbend, 815-562-2465 

Butitta Brothers,  815-561-3636 

Sawicki Motor Co., 815-562-8787 

Super Lube of Rochelle, 

815-562-6476 

Tire Tracks, 815-562-7777 

Auto Zone, 815-562-9459 

Stillman Valley: 

DL Performance, 815-543-4042 

 

We suggest that you call ahead to see 

what services are provided.  Fees may 

apply. 

 

Please thank the businesses for 

providing these services! 

Remember to recycle Recycling Guidelines 
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List of Accepted Items for  
Electronics Recycling 

Adding machines 

Answering machines 

Cameras 

Camcorders 

*CD players 

*CD ROM drives 

Calculators 

Cellphones 

Compact fluorescent bulbs 

(CFL’s) 

*Computer cables 

*Computers desktop 

*Computers laptop 

*Computer monitors 

Copy machines 

Digital clocks 

*Disk players 

*DVD players 

Electric typewriters 

*Electronic Mice 

*Fax machines 

*Floppy disk drives 

Ink cartridges 

*Joysticks 

*Keyboards 

Microwave ovens  - ($5 fee) 

Modems 

*MP3 players 

Pagers 

*PDAs 

*Printers 

Projectors 

Radios 

Rechargeable batteries 

*Remote controls 

*Scanners 

Servers 

Shredders (no tubs) 

Stereo equipment  - 

         (no wooden speakers) 

*Tablets 

Tape drives 

Telephones 

*Televisions 

Toner cartridges 

*Video cassette players 

*Video game consoles 

*Zip drives 

Ogle County Electronics Recycling 

2019 Ogle County Residential  
Electronics Recycling Dates: 

January 25th 

February 22nd 

March 29th 

April 26th 

May 31st 

June 28th 

July 26th 

August 23rd 

September 27th 

October 25th 

November 22nd 

No December event 

Friday Hours: 9:00 a.m.—4:00 p.m. 

2019 Saturday Dates: 

April 13th September 14th 

Saturday Hours: 8:00 a.m.—12:00 p.m. 

2019 Friday Dates: 

Limit 7 bulk items  

($5 for microwaves payable by cash or check made out to OCSWMD) 

 

No business e-waste 

Businesses call 815-732-4020 for more information on how to recycle e-waste. 

 

*Covered electronic devices (CEDs) under IL law 
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Household Hazardous Waste (HHW) 
Nearly every home contains hazardous materials.  A material is considered 

hazardous if it’s toxic, flammable, corrosive, or an irritant to pets or humans. 

 

While most household products are relatively safe when used and stored as 

directed by the product label, disposal of hazardous products should not be 

put down the drain or in the garbage. 

 

To protect public health and the environment these products should be used 

up as intended, given to someone who could use them, or taken to the 

Household Hazardous Waste Collection site for recycling or safe disposal. 

 

The Illinois Environmental Protection Agency (IEPA), the City of Rockford, 

and the Rock River Water Reclamation District hosts a site in Rockford for 

this.  It is open to Illinois residents at no charge.   

 

Items accepted:  acids, adhesives, antifreeze, automotive fluids (brake, trans-

mission fluids), batteries (household single use and  

rechargeables), cleaning solvents, degreasers, fertilizers, 

flammable liquids, florescent tubes & ballasts, CFLs, 

fungicides, gasoline in properly marked containers, herb-

icides, insecticides, waste medicine and pharmaceuticals 

(no needles or sharps), mercury,  oil-based paint only, (no latex paint), paint 

strippers and thinners, pesticides, poisons, pool chemicals, motor oil, ther-

mometers, thermostats, tires (auto – 4 per vehicle per day), varnish, wood 

stain, etc. 

 

Items which will not be accepted: agricultural chemicals, business/

commercial sector wastes, explosives, fireworks, lead acid batteries, medical 

wastes, propane tanks, smoke detectors, farm machinery oil, fire extinguish-

ers, institutional wastes, sharps, needles & potentially infectious medical 

wastes.  Latex paint should be solidified and disposed of with your regular 

trash pick up. 

Thanks for helping to protect your environment and your health! 

Ogle County Residential 
Waste Medicine Disposal  
Program 

Medicine accepted: 

*  Prescription and over-the- 

    counter medications 

*  Vitamins  

*  Supplements 

*  Pet medications 

Medicine will be accepted in any form, 

including blister packs, capsules, 

creams, gels, liquids, patches, pills, pow-

der, sprays, vials, etc. 

Place pills in a sealable plastic bag and 

place into drop box.  Recycle empty pill 

bottles in your regular recycling pro-

gram.  

To deposit liquid medicine, leave in bot-

tle, black out personal information, seal 

in a plastic bag and deposit into drop 

box. 

Medicines are accepted 

free of charge. 

Items NOT accepted: 

*  Needles or Sharps 

*  Thermometers 

*  Hydrogen Peroxide 

*  Aerosol Cans 

*  Medicine from Businesses or Clinics 

Drop Box Locations: 

Outside the: Ogle Co. Sheriff’s Office,  

202 S. 1st  St., Oregon,  

(open 24/7) 

 

Byron Police Dept.  

Mt. Morris Police Dept. 

Forreston Police Dept.  

Oregon Police Dept. 

Polo Police Dept.   

Rochelle Police Dept. 

(Open during business hours) 

Expired unused medications 

Household Hazardous Waste 
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Ogle County drop off recycling bin 

Worm Wisdom 

Did you know that 

redworms can eat 

their weight in food each day?  

It’s true.  Red wigglers or Eisenia 

fetida, can process large 

amounts of organic matter and 

are great for vermicomposting or 

composting with worms – a great 

way to manage food waste. 

Vermicomposting is a fascinating 

and easy way to manage waste 

and create rich, fertile organic 

matter called worm castings or 

vermicompost.  It can be done 

indoors and outdoors and takes 

very little effort.   

Vermicompost is made in a con-

tainer filled with moistened bed-

ding (shredded paper), some soil, 

and redworms.  Food waste is 

added, and in a few months, the 

worms and other microorganisms 

will convert the entire contents 

into rich humus. 

Only a few types of worms are 

suited for vermicomposting.  Red 

wigglers are well suited because 

they are tolerant of temperature 

extremes and are surface feed-

ers.  They can be purchased at 

bait shops or on the internet.  

Nightcrawlers will not work. 

Many types of worm bins are sold 

on the internet or mail order 

stores.  You can also make your 

own from plastic tubs, buckets, or 

out of wood.  Moistened shred-

ded newspaper works well for 

worm bedding.  Redworms can 

be fed any kind of plant-based 

food waste like fruits, vegetables, 

coffee grinds, pasta, grains, cere-

al, etc.   

The Department has maintained 

a worm bin for over 15 years, and 

we would love to share these 

amazing creatures 

with you.  Contact us 

if you are interested in 

learning more. 

County Drop-Off  Recycling Program to End 

The Ogle County Solid Waste Management Department (OCSWMD) regrets 

to announce the upcoming cancellation of the Drop-Off Recycling Program in 

May of this year.  This will mean the removal of the recycling stations in Byron, 

Oregon, Forreston, Monroe Center, and Rochelle. 

Due to conditions beyond the control of the OCSWMD, this program has  

become unsustainable at this time.  Skyrocketing container hauling costs, con-

tamination in the recycling stream, U.S. trade tariffs, and the Chinese ban on 

importing U.S. recyclables have all led the department to terminate this pro-

gram for the foreseeable future. 

This has been a very difficult decision for us as we know how popular the pro-

gram is, and that it is the only outlet for recycling for many County residents.   

Since the start of the program in 1994, around 18,800 tons (or 37,593,212 

pounds!) of household recyclables have been collected, recycled, and diverted 

from local landfills.  In 2018 alone, 806 tons were collected. 

What most people don’t realize, though, is the cost of the program.  In 2018, 

the hauling service cost for taking the containers to a transfer station in Rock-

ford, where the materials are dumped and loaded into semi-truck trailers and 

hauled to the recycling facility in Homewood, IL, was almost $65,000.  

Since the contract for this service will be expiring in May of 2019, the 

OCSWMD sought bids from five waste/recycling companies.  Only one sub-

mitted a bid and it would result in an increase of over 135%.  Under the new 

bid, the annual cost would go up to approximately $163,000.  The increase was 

just too much and was more than the Department had budgeted for the pro-

gram, so the bid was rejected.  With no other companies bidding on the service, 

we had no alternative but to cancel the program. 

Many users of the program mistakenly think we make money from the materi-

als recycled.  This has never been the case, even when we received payment for 
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Businesses Accepting  
Appliances for Repair & 
Recycling 

 
B & W Appliance,  

567 W IL Rte. 38, Rochelle,  

815-562-6253, (Freon—yes) 

 

New Milford Refrigeration,  

6331 11th Street, Rockford,  

815-874-2257, (Freon—yes) 

 

PJ’s Appliance Repair,  

8358 E. Kishwaukee,  

Stillman Valley, 815-234-5518,  

(Freon—yes) 

 

Recycling Drop-off  
Facilities & Scrap Yards  that Ac-
cept Appliances 
 
B & O Iron & Metal,  

800 Brickville Rd., Sycamore,   

815-895-6744, (Freon—yes) 

 

DeKalb Iron & Metal Co.,  

900 Oak St., DeKalb,   

815-758-2458, (Freon—no) 

 

Groeling Salvage, Inc.,  

217 E. Douglas St., Freeport,  

815-232-2525, (Freon—no) 

 

Joseph Behr & Sons, Inc.,  

1100 Seminary, Rockford,  

815-987-2755, (Freon—no) 

 

County Drop-Off  Recycling Program to End cont… 

the recyclables.  The cost of hauling the materials to the recycling facility always 

exceeded the value of them.  Currently, due to the state of the domestic and glob-

al recycling commodities market, the recycling facility actually charges around $65  

or more per ton to accept the materials.  That is on top of the transportation 

costs. 

The reasons for ending the program are not just financial, or local.  Higher and 

higher levels of contamination in recycling bins have been creating problems for 

the U.S. recycling industry for months.  Whether it is people throwing stuff in the 

bin with the “hope that it can be recycled” even though it may be listed as unac-

ceptable, or people just plain dumping waste into their recycling bins, contamina-

tion levels have risen to 25-30% nationally.   

We have tried locally to educate the public and to pursue illegal dumpers, but with 

little success.  The amounts of waste in and around the drop off containers con-

tinues to grow.  As an example, just before Christmas, someone dumped about 25 

tires outside of the container in Rochelle.  A few weeks before that, someone 

filled the Oregon container with corrugated plastic drainage pipes.  Diapers, elec-

tronics, ash, paint cans, furniture, household trash, and other waste have been 

found in the bins.   It has become a dumping grounds for people who don’t seem 

to care about what we accept.  Higher levels of contamination bring down the 

value of the materials and add to the cost of recycling.  The waste removed from 

the bins takes a longer and more expensive trip to the landfill. 

We are hopeful that in time, the domestic recycling infrastructure and markets for 

the materials will improve and we can reconsider our options for recycling in Ogle 

County. 

In the meantime, we encourage residents to contact their local waste hauler for 

information on whether or not curbside recycling service is available in your area, 

and if not, encourage them to provide the service.  Our staff is also exploring  

other options to make recycling available to as many residents as possible. 

In the waning days of the drop off recycling program, please pay attention to  

what is accepted for recycling.  When the program ends at the end of May 2019, 

please do not deposit any recycling materials in the lots or on any decks which 

may still be present at the recycling sites.  The owners and operators of all sites 

will be notified of this situation.  Open dumping of waste material, including   

recyclables, is illegal and may be punishable by fines. 

The OCSWMD again regrets this turn of events and apologizes for any inconven-

ience.  Please call 815-732-4020 or visit www.oglecounty.org for more infor-

mation. 

 

http://www.oglecounty.org

